
Hello all, 

 

As always, text is dictated in English and Google Translate is used to translate it to Arabic, Farsi and 

Turkish. All in one lengthy mail. Scroll down to get to your language. If anything unclear ask day 

coordinator for explanation or return a question by email. 

 

Your stay here 

The past days there were multiple meetings/conversations with COA and local government 

(municipal) and boards of churches. 

The newly build accommodation called Zoutkamp is not yet fully ready, and churches have been 

asked to indicate how much longer they can host the refugee guests. 

Yesterday evening there was a big meeting with all church boards of Zuidlaren who are all 

participating in hosting you, the refugees. 

As promised before we would extend your being here if there was no clarity 3 days in advance. 

 

But, at the moment of this writing we already got the confirmation from COA that all expenses made 

will be compensated on a short term. 

This means that we offered to the COA that we will host you at least till Friday October 7th and that 

is accepted. 

 

But…. There are multiple conditions depending on you, the refugees. 

The volunteers are not able to keep up the level of nursering they did till now. 

You will need to do and organize far more yourselves then you did. 

It will require organization, planning, cleaning, cooking, maybe shopping by yourselves. 

It will require discipline and dedication to tasks. Regarding discipline we do expect more prompt 

presence to the briefing and other moments. 

 

If anyone of you fail to work, disobey rules or otherwise cause problems here or in society we will 

send you out to Zoutkamp or Ter Apel (and that will be outside most probably) as the minimal 

consequence. 

If you misbehave according to our law then your request for asylum will be denied indefinitely and 

you will no longer be able to get asylum anywhere in Europe. This could be the case already for 

getting into fights, shoplifting and other incorrect behavior. 

 

That being said, we are confident that, although you have come here as an arbitrary group of 

individuals, you will be able to come to an organization and planning. 



 

The request is that you will start today to discuss and think about how you can organize yourself. 

Tomorrow we will be here to discuss your ideas and plans and see how we can make an agreed plan 

by which you will gradually do more and more yourselves over the coming days. 

This is a very complex task. If you are able to get two or three people representing all of you that 

would be great else, we will have the meeting with 2 representatives of the Syrian people, and at 

most one for the other nations amongst you. 

Tomorrow after breakfast we will meet. 

 


